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immediate advantages of greater worth; and, generally^
he would decide that he could do this. Without saying
to what extent such a restraint would act, we may safely
say that it would he beneficial. Every one must admit,
that each inhabitant of a town ought constantly to "be re-
minded of the relation "between the work performed for
him "by the corporation and the sum he pays for it. No
one can, we think, deny that the habitual experience of
this relation would tend to keep the action of local gov
ernments within proper bounds.

Similarly with the Central Government. Here the
effects wrought by public agencies, are still more disso-
ciated from the costs they entail on each citizen. The
bulk of the taxes being raised in so unobtrusive a way,
and affecting the masses in modes so difficult to trace, it is
scarcely possible for the masses to realize tho fact, that
the sums paid by Government for supporting schools, for
facilitating emigration, for inspecting mines, factories,
railways, ships, etc., have been in great part taken from
their own pockets. The more intelligent of them under-
stand this as an abstract truth; but it is not a truth
present to their minds in such a definite shape as to influ-
ence their actions. Quite otherwise, however, would it be
if taxation were direct; and the expense of every new
State-agency were felt by each citizen as an additional
demand made on him by the tax-gatherer. Then would
there be a clear, constantly-recurring experience of the
truth, that for every thing which the State gives with one
hand it takes away something with the other; and then
would it be less easy to propagate absurd delusions about
the powers and duties of Governments.

No one can question this conclusion who calls to mind
the reason currently given for maintaining indirect taxa-
tion ; namely, that the required revenue could not other-
wise be raised. Statesmen see that if instead of taking